CHAPTER II.

THE GBAMMATICAL

"IN the year 1782, while the American
army was lying on the bank of the Hudson,
I kept a classical school in Goshen, Orange
County, State of New York. I there com-
piled two small elementary books for teach-
ing the English language. The country was
then impoverished, intercourse with Great
Britain was interrupted, school-books were
scarce and hardly attainable, and there was
no certain prospect of peace."

These words have doubtless a familiar
sound to the reader. They form the phrases
which Webster never wearied of repeating,
and whenever he had occasion to refer to
the beginning of his literary career he fell
naturally into this paragraph. It became a
formula for the expression of a fact which
was embedded in his mind as a stone mark-
ing a point of departure. There is a con-
sciousness in it of the beginning of a great
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